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Bailey of Bristol make 8-day tour to ‘The End of 
the World’ and back as ‘Sahara Challenge’ is 

postponed to 2021 amid Covid-19 fear 

 
Bailey of Bristol complete 8-day tour to ‘The End of the World’ and back amid Covid-19 
outbreak as new 3,500-mile intercontinental caravan and motorhome adventure to the 
Sahara Desert is postponed until 2021 

 

• The journey to ‘The End of the World’ and back set off from the company’s South 
Liberty Lane production facility in Bristol and travelled through Spain and 
Portugal before recent events caused the team to return to the UK 
 

• The journey was undertaken using two Bailey caravans, pulled by SsangYong 
towing vehicles, and one motorhome.   
 

• The ‘Sahara Challenge’ was due to take 20 days to complete with the team 
experiencing a wide range of road and weather conditions en route 
 

• This will have been the fourth real-life long distance test Bailey has undertaken 
in recent times. The Sahara Challenge follows successful trips across the 
Australian Outback (‘West to East Challenge’), to the Arctic Circle (‘Arctic 
Adventure’) and to Asia (‘Bristanbul Challenge’)  
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Bailey of Bristol complete 8-day tour to ‘The End of the World’ and back amid Covid-19 
outbreak as new 3,500-mile intercontinental caravan and motorhome adventure to the Sahara 
Desert is postponed until 2021. 

Having made it as far as Sagres, Portugal, or as it is better known ‘The End of the World’, 
recent events have caused Bailey of Bristol to turn around and return to the UK on their 
‘Sahara Challenge’. Having journeyed to ‘The End of the World’, developments around the 
Covid-19 virus across Europe, resulted in Morocco closing its borders to all maritime, meaning 
access into Africa would not be possible.  

Bailey of Bristol, in association with the Caravan and Motorhome Club, were midway through 
their latest inspiring 3,500-mile intercontinental caravan and motorhome adventure to the 
Sahara Desert, when it became known that ‘The End of the World’, would be the end of the 
epic adventure. 

Being in self-contained units, had allowed the team to change their plans at a moment’s notice, 
one of the many advantages of a caravan or motorhome adventure. While the majority of team 
members were flown home, a skeleton crew had stayed on, responsible for driving and towing 
the vehicles for four days through Portugal, Spain and France.  

Using the Caravan and Motorhome Club’s invaluable Red Pennant service, the remaining 
team that included Bailey of Bristol Marketing Director Simon Howard and Bailey of Bristol 
brand ambassador Lee Davey, travelled from Sagres, Portugal, through the centre of Spain 
via Seville, before arriving just over the Spanish and French border at Biarritz on Saturday 14th 

March, after two-solid days of driving. The skeleton crew then made their way to Normandy, 
before boarding an overnight ferry from Caen to Portsmouth. 

On the 8th March, the ‘Sahara Challenge’ crew set off from the company’s South Liberty Lane 
production facility in Bristol, and travelled through Spain and Portugal to the famous landmark 
on the south-west tip of Portugal. It was there that the news broke that due to the rapid rise of 
the Covid-19 virus, Morocco had closed its border, meaning Bailey of Bristol would be 
returning home.   

Taking two caravans (a pair of Discovery D4-4 models) pulled by SsangYong towing vehicles 
and one motorhome (an Alliance SE 76-4T), the marathon journey was to take 20 days to 
complete with the team experiencing a range of potentially extreme road and weather 
conditions along the way. 

This latest long-distance endurance test was to follow three similar journeys taken with Bailey 
leisure vehicles in recent years: 

West to East Challenge 2015: 3,500 miles from the west coast to the east coast of Australia 
through the centre of the country with two Bailey Alu-Tech caravans 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4P0o3SidWEk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4P0o3SidWEk
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Arctic Adventure 2017: 5,000 miles from the UK to Northern Finland inside the Arctic Circle 
and back with two Bailey Alu-Tech caravans and one motorhome 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmNFyC0WdU4 

 

Bristol to Bosphorus 2018: 5,000 miles from the UK to Istanbul and back, taking in 21 
countries in 21 days with two Bailey Alu-Tech caravans and one motorhome  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A067PN90QJU&feature=emb_title (Part I) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWqn53-sYHo (Part II) 

 

Talking about the forthcoming trip Bailey Marketing Director Simon Howard, said:  

“Having made it as far as Sagres, or as we know it ‘The End of the World’, unfortunately it was 
the end of the journey. Having received the news in Portugal that we could go no further, we 
felt it necessary to ensure that all involved in the adventure return home as quickly as possible. 
We do not call it a challenge for no reason and it was a challenge to reach Sagres, but this 
time we have come up just short. As a result we decided to head back to the UK.” 

“We wanted to get to the Sahara Desert in 20-days and when that wasn’t possible we made it 
to ‘The End of the World’ and back in 8-days”, he added.  

Bailey of Bristol would like to thank everybody involved in the ‘Sahara Challenge’ and a special 
thank you to the following organisations for their support: the Caravan and Motorhome Club, 
SsangYong, AL-KO Kober, Avtex, Bodyrag, CGI Graphics, Cadac, Caravan Times, Dometic, 
Gaslow, Milenco, Nextbase, Oddballs, PRIMA Leisure, rCup, Thetford, Tracker, Truma, 
TyrePal and Wheel Solutions Ltd. 

 

Ends 

 

Media Contacts - for press information, imagery, or to request an interview, please 
contact: 

 
Wes Terry, Marketing Communications Executive at Bailey of Bristol is available on 0117 428 
6305 / 07904 790581 or via email: wes.terry@baileyofbristol.co.uk 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmNFyC0WdU4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A067PN90QJU&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWqn53-sYHo
mailto:wes.terry@baileyofbristol.co.uk
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Notes to editors: 

 

About Bailey of Bristol 
 

• The Bailey of Bristol website contains full details of its caravan and motorhome ranges as 
well as all the latest company news and information: baileyofbristol.co.uk 

• Founded in 1948, Bailey of Bristol is the longest established UK independent manufacturer 
with over 70 years’ experience in leisure vehicle production and design. During this period 
our family-owned business has grown to become not only the manufacturer of the UK’s 
most popular caravan brand, but also one of the largest in Europe. In 2011, the company 
brought this same level of expertise to the motorhome world, as well as expanding to new 
export markets in Australia, New Zealand and South Korea. 

• With more Bailey leisure vehicles on the road in the UK than any other, our company has 
earned its place as The Nation's Favourite. The signature build quality, comprehensive 
specification and superb value for money combine to set us apart from the competition 
and will ensure people will continue to ‘Go Bailey’ for many years’ to come. 

• Ten years’ ago the company introduced the Alu-Tech body shell construction system, 
which is seen by most observers as the most significant development in leisure vehicle 
production technology for three decades. Providing genuine design innovation, this fully 
patented technology means that Bailey leisure vehicles are now some of the best 
engineered and most technically advanced on the market, keeping owners comfortable, 
safe and secure, no matter how tough the conditions. 

• freedomtogo.co.uk: As a leading UK manufacturer, Bailey of Bristol is a keen supporter of 
the ‘Freedom to Go’ campaign developed by the caravan and motorhome industry to help 
people discover and plan their next adventure or relaxing escape. It offers inspiring ideas 
on where to go on holiday, and what to do when you get there, plus helpful advice, such 
as comparing whether a caravan or motorhome is the right and affordable choice. 

 
 

 


